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November 9, 2022 

The Honourable Jill Dunlop 
Minister of Colleges and Universities 
5th Floor, 438 University Ave, 
Toronto, ON, M7A 1N3 

RE: Tuition Fairness for International Students 

Dear Minister Dunlop,  

As postsecondary institutions in Ontario try to source funding to maintain and improve their facilities, equipment, and other 
resources, they are increasingly relying on and exploiting international students for tuition revenues. 

Postsecondary funding from the provincial government has not kept pace with inflation for decades. This has resulted in 
postsecondary institutions seeking alternate revenue streams, such as international tuition revenue, to maintain their 
operations. Between 2017/2018 and 2021/2022, StatsCanada reported that Ontario's international undergraduate tuition 
has increased by over $10,000, while domestic undergraduate tuition has decreased by about $500. This reliance on 
international student tuition as a primary revenue stream has turned these students into profit generators for Ontario 
colleges and raises the question, is this #NeedOrGreed? 

While domestic students have received relief from the ongoing increase in postsecondary costs through a tuition freeze for 
multiple academic years – largely owing to the exceptional financial and mental health pressures of the COVID-19 pandemic 
- our international students continue to be left without support. Their tuition has not been frozen, yet they face all the same, if 
not greater, financial and mental hardships as their domestic peers. International students continue to be affected by the 
reduced availability of employment opportunities, predatory landlord and renoviction practices, and the ongoing financial 
stress of inflation. These pressures continue to mount and jeopardize their potential future careers and our postsecondary 
system's stability and future.

It is essential that the provincial government recognize the need for tuition fairness for international students in Ontario. 
Therefore, the undersigned student associations, representing over 120,000 students, are requesting the provincial 
government: 

1. Implement an international tuition freeze for the 2023/2024 academic year
2. Cap future tuition increases for international students to generally 3% per year, the same limit as domestic students
3. Implement cohort tuition pricing to create predictable tuition costs for all
4. Eliminate the International Student Recovery Fee
5. Improve provincial postsecondary funding to Ontario colleges and index it to inflation
6. Introduce transparent reporting of tuition revenue and its allocation
7. Eliminate differential tuition up to the subsidized value of domestic tuition, through a multi-year, phased-in approach
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Through these requests, Ontario can signal its intention to be the destination of choice for international students, build a 
postsecondary system that is equipped for the future educational demands of our changing economy, and ensure students of 
all origins are treated fairly instead of from a place of greed.  

In solidarity, we look forward to your response and would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss these 
requests in detail. 

The Ontario College Student Associations for International Tuition Equity Coalition 

Lynn Courville, President  
Cambrian Students Council 
lynn.courville@cambriancollege.ca 

Tima Shah, President  
Centennial College Students 
Association Incorporated  
tshah@centennialcollege.ca 

Sana Banu, President  
Conestoga Students Inc.  
sbanu@conestogac.on.ca 

Melany Palacios-Naranjo, Student 
Advocate  
IGNITE  
melany@ignitestudentlife.com   

Ashik Ashik, President  
Mohawk Students' Association 
ashik.ashik@mohawkcollege.ca 

Kyle Budge, President  
Sheridan Student Union 
kyle.budge@sheridancollege.ca 

CC:  The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
MPP Laura Mae Lindo, NDP Critic of Colleges and Universities 
MPP Adil Shamji, Liberal Critic of Colleges and Universities 
MPP Mike Schreiner, Leader of the Green Party of Ontario 
Linda Franklin, President and CEO Colleges Ontario 
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